
Twelfth Sunday after 
Pentecost 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
August 23, 2020 

(440) 331-2405 
MessiahChurchFairview.org 



2 

 

To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The continued threat of coronavirus infection requires us to change our 
habits during the time we spend together. Please follow these rules to 
keep each other safe: 
 
On entering— 

 Masks are required. Please be sure to wear one. 

 Sit only in pews marked with a bow.  

 Keep the spacing rod between you and your family and the 
person or family at the other end.  

 Greet each from a distance. 
 
During the service— 

 Refrain from singing. Instead, listen to the singers in the balcony 
and follow the words in the bulletin. 

 When we share the Peace, do not hug or shake hands except with 
members of your own family. Wave or bow to the people around 
you. 

 Offering plates will not passed. If you missed the basket on your 
way in, place it there when you leave. 

 
During communion— 

 Keep a safe distance from the person in front of you as you 
approach. 

 Hold out your cupped hands for the host. The pastor will not 
place this in your mouth or extended fingers. 

 For the wine, take a cup from the basket, remove it from its bag, 
and hold it steady as the pastor fills it. Deposit the cup and bag in 
the receptacle as you return to your place. 
 

As you leave— 

 Unless you need the elevator, exit through front doors only.  

 Feel free to gather on the front lawn for conversation, keeping 
safe distances.   
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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 23, 8:30 & 10 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Fairest Lord Jesus,” arr. Larry Sue (ASCAP) (8:30) 

“We All Are One in Mission,” Mark Sedio (10) 

 

Confession and Forgiveness Remain seated 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C Amen. 
 
P Sisters and brothers in Christ, let us call on the Lord in humble 

repentance, confessing our sin. 
 
From the singers as we listen and reflect— 
 

 
 
A Gracious God, we confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
In your compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things 
we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, 
and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
P Is this also your prayer? If so, say “Amen.” 
C Amen. 
 
P Then, as a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by 

his authority, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand as you are able 
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Gathering Song “We All Are One in Mission”#576, stanzas 1,2 

 

 
 

 

Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we 
praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us 
into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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The Word of God 

First Reading Isaiah 51:1-6 

1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look 
to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you 
were dug. 2Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he 
was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 3For 
the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will 
make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy 
and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
   4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching 
will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. 5I will bring 
near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will 
rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the 
heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment,and 
those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and 
my deliverance will never be ended. 
 The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 138:3-8 Presented by the Singers 

 

 

 

3When I called, you | answered me; 
  you increased my | strength within me. 
4All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD, 
  when they have heard the words | of your mouth.  
5They will sing of the ways | of the LORD, 
  that great is the glory | of the LORD. 
6The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty | from afar. 
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 
        your right | hand shall save me. 
8You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 
  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the 
        works | of your hands.   
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Second Reading Romans 12:1-8 

1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 
is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what 
is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
  3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think 
of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 
4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have 
the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 
7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in 
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.  
 

Stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation  #169 

 
  

You are | the Messiah, 
the Son of the | living God. (Matt. 16:16) 

 

Gospel Matthew 16:13-20 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, 
“Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or 
one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 



7 

 

17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I 
tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then 
he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Burce 

Stand as you are able  

Song of the Day “Built on a Rock,” #652, stanzas 1, 3, 5 

 



8 

 

Prayer of the Church   

After each portion of the   prayers: 
Lord in your mercy. . .. . . Hear our prayer. 
 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which you may be seated in 
prayerful silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s 
invitation 
 

Presentation of the Offering “What a Friend We Have in 

Jesus,” (arr. Larry Sue (ASCAP  (8:30) 
“O Savior, Precious Savior,” Healey Willan (10) 

 
A Let us pray.  Holy Spirit, Giver of Life, you bring us from denial to 

faith, from silence to speech, from idleness to action. With these gifts 
we offer ourselves to your service, and with the Church through all the 
ages we give thanks for the saving love of God in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

C Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
 
By the singers— 
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P Blessed are you, O Lord our God...as he comes to us in this Holy 

Supper.   
C Amen. Come Lord Jesus. 
P In the night in which he was betrayed…. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Communion 
 

By the singers— 
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When all have communed, stand as you are able 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 
in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 
A Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament 
of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be 
filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

Sending 

Blessing 

P Almighty God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit keep you now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Song “Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word, #663 

 
 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Built on a Rock,” Jacob Weber 

 
“We All Are One in Mission,” Tet © 1986 Hope Publishing Company; arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
“Gospel Acclamation,” Music: © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
“Built on a Rock,” Text © 1958 SService Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
“Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Wordk,” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augusburg Fortress 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019 
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Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Burce 
 

Presiding Minister -- Pastor Bridger 
 

Assisting Minister/Lector – Nancy Richter (8:30); Chris Neumann (10) 
 

Acolytes – Bryce Neumann (8:30); Tim Hollander (10) 
 

Singers – Ruth King & Jim Edwards (8:30); 
Dale Mortensen & Nigel Copeland (10) 

 
Organist – Connie Triplett 

 
Deacons – Joe Frantz, Trish Kvasnicka (8:30); Cathie Janke, Pam Sugrue (10) 

 
Welcoming Team -- Alan & Colleen Parrott 

 
Sound Technician – Jared Waugaman 

 
Altar Guild – Tifrfany Advani, Laura Gaydos 
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In Our Prayers 

 The Church’s resolve and courage in the mission Jesus gave us 

 People stricken by storms in the Midwest and fires in California 

 Those who lead our nation or aspire to 

 Messiah School as teachers return to their duties 

 Students, parents, teachers, and school leaders throughout our land 

 Those who have lost jobs, businesses, and homes in recent months 

 Ill or recovering: Paul Griffith, Emerson Buskirk 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 
 
Aug. 24—ST. BARTHOLOMEW, the apostle known in John’s Gospel as 
Nathanael.  He is said to have been skinned alive, and is often depicted in 
early Christian art holding a flaying knife. 

 

God’s Word for Next Week 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 15:15-21, Psalm 26:1-8, Romans 12:9-21, Matthew 16;21-28 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 

 


